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One incumbent was re-elected and two new faces will join the USHA Board of Directors after elections last fall. 
Returning to the board is Jeff Wall in the Southwest Region, and new members are Jared Vale in the Northeast 

and Rob Nichols in Southern California. Here are their campaign statements. 

Wall, Vale, Nichols elected to USHA board

Je� Wall, Dallas, Southwest Region

My goal for my 
first  term as 
the Southwest 

R e g i o n  b o a r d 
representative was 
to bring further use 
of technology to the 
organization and to its 
users. While it often 
seems like integrating 
t e c h n o l o g y  i s  a n 
endless task, I think we have had some 
notable successes over the last three years. 
We have introduced an app for the two 
major smartphone platforms that allows 
you to find tournaments, see results, search 
for results and video by player and more. 
We introduced a new website with a much 
improved web store and introduced a 
simplified tournament-creation interface.

My focus for a future term will be 
to continue exploring avenues in which 
technology can improve the player 
experience. Recently I  have been 
investigating additional ways to take 
advantage of the ease with which video 
can be created and shared. In my limited 
experience with video production, it seems 
that nearly everyone enjoys having a video 
of his or her match. Making video more 
readily available will hopefully increase 
tournament participation and make handball 
more visible.

Jared Vale, New York, Northeast Region

My passion for 
handball can be 
seen through my 

continuous support of 
the sport on multiple 
levels. In addition to 
contributing financially 
a s  a  s p o n s o r  t o 
several organizations 
and tournaments, I 
make every effort to 
participate physically whenever possible.  
On average, I participate in more than 10 
events around the country annually and am 
hoping to participate internationally soon.

Over the last six years, I have transitioned 
into both the four-wall and three-wall circuits 
from solely a one-wall participant. It is this 
transition that the USHA may find most 
beneficial. I have tremendous relationships 
with local New York handball associations 
as well as the New York players at all 
levels. This gives me a unique advantage to 
begin soliciting more participation with the 
USHA. It also gives me a voice to encourage 
crossover activity.

Finally, my professional experience 
strengthens my ability to serve effectively on 
the board. With over 20 years as a consultant 
to Fortune 100 clients, I have become an 
expert in process improvement, problem 
solving and customer service. Some of my 
relevant contributions include:
n USHA President’s Club (2015-present).
n USHA Northeast  commissioner 
(2015-present).
n ICHA board member (2013-present).
n One-wall committee (2014-present).
nConey Island Players Championship 
tournament director (2013-present).

Rob Nichols, Lake Elsinore, S. California

Handball has been 
a major passion 
in my life for 50 

years. I wouldn’t even 
consider running for 
the board if I didn’t 
believe I could a make 
a positive contribution 
for all the handball 
players in the SoCal 
Region. I am a viable candidate for the 
following reasons:
n Active member of the USHA and SCHA.
n Current member of the SCHA board.
n Committed to maintaining the integrity, 
honor and respect of the game.
n Extremely interested in the development 
of new and young players.
n Taught high school handball for more than 
15 years to 3,000-plus students.
n Organized and ran high school tournaments 
during my teaching years.
n Transitioned successful players to local 
YMCA and Fresno Handball Club.
n Organized and ran handball tournaments 
as an officer of the Fresno Handball Club.
n Aided in the development of opening 4 
Walls West, a fitness center in Fresno, Calif.
n Participated in many tournaments in the 
Southwest the last 15 years, promoting 
sportsmanship in a competitive camaraderie.
n Worked with and taught by Gary Cruz 
to develop handball among the youth of 
Southern California.
n A member of Northern California Region 
for 30 years, allowing me to know and 
respect most California players.
n Can use education connections to promote 
the teaching of handball in public schools.

Being retired, I have enough time to 
devote to the responsibilities the position 
requires. I am devoted to the betterment of 
the game, committed to making a difference 
and outspoken enough to collaborate with 
others to make positive ideas become reality.


